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What We Are Seeking

We are seeking the fulfillment of the Government's pre-election commitment to return the postal concession for the blind to legislation.

What You Can Do

Remind Government members of their pre-election promise to return the postal concession for the blind to legislation. Remind all members of Parliament that a blind person's right to information and communication is no less discretionary than special services such as rural delivery that are already Government guaranteed.  Urge the Government to announce that, as is the case in the USA, the articles for the blind concession will be accounted for as "revenue foregone", thus avoiding placing a cap on a blind person's right to read and communicate.

Support any member's bill, which may be introduced, seeking the restoration of the concession to the legislative status it had prior to 1987.

Background to the Issue

While the largest user of the articles for the blind concession is the Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind's Braille and Talking Book Library, the concession is also used by many other organisations who need to communicate with blind people.  A similar concession is available in the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, the United States, and many other countries.  It exists to take account of the fact that blindness severely limits a person's ability to access written information.  Logistical issues mean that information produced in special formats are often produced in a central location, and distributed through the postal system.  The Concession ensures that individuals and organisations are not penalised through having to use these special formats to obtain information that sighted people take for granted and can access more easily.  This information includes recreational material, but also includes newspapers, magazines, and textbooks for students of all ages.

From very early this century until 1987, this concession was enshrined in legislation.  It was left out of new legislation in 1987, and since then there has been a substantial changing of the guard at New Zealand Post.  They began to view the concession as a sponsorship of the Foundation for the Blind, even though the Foundation is but one organisation using the scheme.

In 1998, New Zealand Post announced its intention to cease what they called their "sponsorship of the Foundation for the Blind" on 31 March 2000.  The Foundation for the Blind was later able to negotiate an extension, which expires next year.  The Association of Blind Citizens respects the right of New Zealand Post to place its sponsorship money where it can achieve the best recognition for New Zealand Post.  Our argument is that this should never have become a sponsorship issue, but is instead a well-established right. The Government must now take action, as it promised to do, to get this matter off the political agenda, and to restore it to its status as a right.

Under international law, the Universal Postal Union's International Postage Agreement requires New Zealand to carry articles for the blind at no charge to the end user if the material is coming from outside New Zealand.  It would clearly be ridiculous if New Zealand breeches the spirit of this international law by setting a different standard for itself at home.

About our Organisation

The Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand is about blind people speaking for ourselves.  Founded in 1945, we are the oldest advocacy group in the disability sector.  We advocate to service providers and Government about blindness-related issues, and have approximately 1700 members who pay an annual subscription to the Association.

We would welcome the opportunity to clarify any issues further.  Please do not hesitate to contact us.

