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About this Association

The Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand Inc (ABC NZ or Association) is New Zealand’s largest general purpose consumer organisation of blind and vision impaired people and its oldest disability consumer organisation.  Founded in 1945 to promote social, economic and political opportunities for New Zealand’s blind and vision impaired community, the Association’s membership comprises some 1,500 members.  The Association’s membership is reflective of a substantial number of blind and vision impaired people, who are active within the organisation and/or support the promotion of organisational policies and statements, the positions for which are reached through wide consultation and democratic processes.  The Association’s ethos and philosophies are the means by which it influences society for the betterment of existing and future generations of blind and vision impaired New Zealanders.
Through advocacy to central and local Government, government departments and agencies and others best positioned to influence policy development, the Association strives to remove societal barriers and to promote the full participation in society of New Zealand’s blind community.

Introduction

The Association applauds government’s acknowledgement of the need to assess the applicability, adequacy and operation of the Copyright Act and to clarify how the Act should apply in an increasingly digital world.  The key principle which guides copyright reform in New Zealand (refer Explanatory Note – General Policy Statement), should ensure recognition of the unique needs of New Zealand’s blind community.  
Government’s acknowledgement of the need for copyright to benefit New Zealand as a whole and contribute to overall growth and development, augers well for those sectors of New Zealand’s population, unable to independently access information published in print or electronic media.  Blind and vision impaired people are particularly reliant upon technology to overcome such barriers.
What is Breach of Copyright
The Association seeks to emphasise the fact that print and electronic media is often inaccessible to a blind or vision impaired person.  It is out of necessity that the individual will then deploy whatever means may be available to them to overcome the lack of recreational, educational and/or employment-related material.  Processes such as scanning printed text or re-formatting electronic files are labour-intensive for the individual, and automatically involve the use of some form of technology.  Blind or vision-impaired people placed in this situation stand to gain as they are then able to access literary or dramatic works independent of a prescribed body, and which would otherwise be denied.  Underpinning the labour-intensive approach is that the outcome will only apply to those for whom the range of technologies is affordable and that there will be many others in need of the same material but without the ability to gain access.  
The Association firmly believes the right to have access to information should not be minimised, especially when it is unavailable from a prescribed body.  It also believes that those able to read and/or access print or electronic media take for granted the ease by which they access information.  Society in general is ill-informed of the barriers faced by blind and vision impaired people, and of the extent they must go in order to achieve equity of access to information.
The Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind (Foundation), New Zealand’s primary provider of blindness-related services and its Library Services department, has the means to provide information in alternate formats such as Braille, large print and audio.  As a prescribed body it can therefore make accessible copies or adaptations of published materials available to blind and vision impaired people - in fact to anyone with a print disability.  Section 69 therefore provides fair and reasonable processes which enable prescribed bodies such as the Foundation to provide alternate formats without infringing copyright.  However the Foundation’s Library Services has limited resources, is predominantly reliant on the charity dollar, and therefore cannot meet the diverse needs of New Zealand’s blind and vision impaired population.  
For these reasons the Association believes the Copyright Act should recognise and legitimise in some way, the need for a blind or vision impaired person to make an accessible copy of a literary and/or dramatic work, in situations where an accessible copy is not readily available through other means, and where necessary to share that accessible copy with other blind or vision impaired persons in New Zealand.  The Association does not see the transferring of files in this context as exploitation – the gain is equity of access to information, which has been achieved through self-determination and labour-intensive processes.
General Comments
Support is given by this Association to the comments offered by the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind in its submission to this Bill.  As previously mentioned, the Foundation’s Library Services is the predominant means through which blind and vision impaired people can achieve a limited degree of equity of access to literary and dramatic work.  The Association supports the Foundation’s proposed amendment to Section 69(2)(b) and believes this will greatly enhance the availability of and access to accessible format copies.  As is stated in the Foundation’s submission, the potential for it to import titles is limited by the consequences of copyright delays.  The inclusion of a new subsection (3) to Section 69 would therefore go some way to addressing our membership’s concerns.  This would ensure copyright is not infringed, but more importantly, will make new titles readily available to New Zealand’s blind and vision-impaired community.
Conclusion

The Association is hopeful the Commerce Select Committee will consider its comments favourably.  Should an opportunity exist to speak further to the points raised within this submission, the Association will be pleased to take advantage of this.
Contact in the first instance should be directed to the Executive Officer Rose Wilkinson (details provided with the covering letter).

