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13 March 2015
Media Release

Cricket authorities, sports broadcasters and funders told to lift their game
Blind Citizens NZ today called on cricket authorities, sports broadcasters and funders to lift their game when it comes to radio coverage of cricket in New Zealand.

Cricket fans have been treated to some wonderful cricket during this recent World Cup. After all this is the time when all cricket playing nations send their top teams to compete and see which one will be the world champion. But blind cricket fans feel particularly excluded because commentaries on most of the games are not available on radio and not even online.

Some blind people are Sky subscribers and could "watch" these games on Sky. But those are TV broadcasts. TV commentators chat about what is happening but they don't actually describe the action because, after all, people can watch it.

Blind people are members of the public like everyone else, and just want a fair go. We just want the same chance to enjoy events like the Cricket World Cup like other cricket fans.

There was a time when sports broadcasts were seen as a public service. Lots of sports commentaries were available and blind people could enjoy them like everyone else. Nowadays they are commercial property and no longer seen as a public good. Radio Sport is the main sports broadcaster in New Zealand. Broadcasting live cricket has declined in recent years.

"What is happening now is in my view just plain outrageous", says Jonathan Mosen of Wellington. "We have one of the biggest events in sport, the Cricket World Cup, taking place in part right here in New Zealand. Radio Sport had decided only to broadcast games in this round-robin part of the competition in which New Zealand are playing. Radio listeners missed out on the incredible batting displays in the Australia England game, and the plucky performance by Zimbabwe against South Africa that made the game more exciting than many were expecting. They also missed a fantastic performance by Ireland against the West Indies. These latter two games were being played right here in New Zealand."

Jonathan points out that these commentaries are available in Australia and the UK. "You can get radio coverage of every single game, and what's more, it's ad free", he said.

In recent years, blind people have been turning to the internet and their smart phones to listen to their favourite sport. But nowadays these internet broadcasts come from other countries and they are often blocked so they can't easily be accessed from New Zealand.

Allan Jones, also from Wellington, and at least two other blind people he knew of, were at the England vs. Sri Lanka game at the Wellington stadium. So yes, blind people are prepared to pay to be at these games and soak up the atmosphere. But with no commentary, when the crowd roars with delight or gasps in horror, they have no idea what happened. That game was broadcast in Australia, but not here in New Zealand.

"Cricket authorities, New Zealand On Air and broadcasters need to wake up to their public responsibilities", said Clive Lansink, National President of Blind Citizens NZ. "Let us not forget the amount of public money that goes into sport. That helps young people develop to be successful professional sportspeople, and it helps maintain the importance of sport in our society. Blind people are tax payers too and many are mad on sport. We are part of the general public like everyone else. Even despite today's commercial realities, there must be some way for these games to be broadcast. We just want a fair go, so blind cricket fans can enjoy these games in the same way as sighted cricket fans."
For further information contact: Clive Lansink, National President, 021-663-999

Founded in 1945, the Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand Inc (Blind Citizens NZ) is New Zealand's leading blindness consumer organisation and one of the country's largest organisations of disabled consumers. Our aim is to heighten awareness of the rights of blind and vision impaired people and to remove the barriers that impact upon our ability to live in an accessible, equitable and inclusive society.
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