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Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand Inc

Annual General Meeting

and Conference

Friday 5 October to Sunday 7 October 2018
Raising Expectations

Is Blindness Defining Who We Are
Brentwood Hotel

5 Kemp Street, Kilbirnie, Wellington
Funding and Sponsorship
Our thanks for funding and sponsorship support from:

· Blind Foundation
· Lotteries Commission
· Members (some prefer to remain anonymous)

· Streamliner Productions
· TBD Design
· Able – producers of Audio Description and Captions
Friday 5 October to Sunday 7 October 2018
Raising Expectations: Is Blindness Defining Who We Are

Sessions

1.
Friday 7 October
· 12.15 pm to 1.15 pm (Lunch)

· 1.30 pm to 1.55 pm (afternoon tea)

· 2.00 pm to 5.15 pm (Opening / Business)

· 5.30 pm to 6.00 pm (President’s half-hour)

· 6.15 pm to 7.20 pm (Dinner)

· 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm (Speakers / Business)
2.
Saturday 6 October (Official Opening / Open Day)

· 9.00 am to 9.40 am (Roll Call / Official Opening)

· 9.40 am to 10.25 am (Speaker / Discussion)

· 10.25 am to 10.50 am (Morning Tea)

· 10.50 am to 12.15 pm (Speakers / Discussions)

· 12.15 pm to 1.15 pm (Lunch)

· 1.15 pm to 3.15 pm (Speakers / Discussions)

· 3.15 pm to 3.40 pm (Afternoon Tea)

· 3.40 pm to 5.15 pm (Workshop / Discussions)

· 7.00 pm onwards (Conference Dinner / Presentation of Blind Citizens NZ’s Awards)

3.
Sunday 9 October
· 9.00 am to 10.30 am (Business)

· 10.30 am to 10.50 am (Morning Tea)

· 10.35 am to 12.45 pm (Business / Closing)
· 12.45 pm (Lunch)
Agenda Items
We advise that:

· Agenda items – the order items are presented may change.
· The schedule of guest speakers and the sequence they will present is located at the end of this section. Changes may occur.

· Resolutions Committee - there will be reports from the Resolutions Committee as required throughout the Annual General Meeting and Conference.

1.
Welcome and opening – Jonathan Godfrey National President

2.
Karakia / Roll Call 

3.
Apologies

4.
Obituaries

5.
National President’s Address

6.
Appointments

6.1
Resolutions Committee

6.2
Returning Officer

6.3
Scrutineers

7.
Annual General Meeting

7.1
Outcome of 2018 Scheduled Election and Extra-Ordinary Elections; Report from Returning Officer

· World Blind Union Representative
· Three Member-at-Large Positions
· Extra-Ordinary Election to fill Member-at-Large vacancy
7.2
Confirmation of Minutes of Annual General Meeting and Conference, 13-15 October 2017.

7.3
Matters Arising from Minutes of 2017, not otherwise addressed within the Annual Report or Agenda (Attachment “A”).

7.4
Notification of items of other business – consideration is given to matters that have arisen since the close of the agenda on 14 September 2018. Inclusion of these items on the Annual General Meeting and Conference Agenda is at the discretion of the Chair.

7.5
Annual Report (Attachment “B”)

· National President / Executive Officer (combined)
· National Office, Performance Report for the Year Ended 30 June 2018 (Moore Stephens Audit Assurance)
· Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ (BLENNZ)

· Ministry of Health Disability Services Consumer Consortium

· The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (BANZAT)

· World Blind Union

· Workbridge

7.6
Governance Effectiveness Review, public summary from Boardworks International (Attachment “C”)

7.7
Consolidated Audit of National Office and Branches, Performance Report for the Year Ended 30 June 2018, Moore Stephens Audit Assurance (Attachment “D”)

7.8
Appointment of Auditor

7.9
Remit (Attachment “E”)

7.10
Changing our Governance Structure, paper from the Governance Review Panel (Attachment “F”)

7.11
Operational Issues – Discussion Paper (Attachment “G”)

7.12
Proposed Inductee to Memorial Hall of Honour (Attachment “H”)

7.13
Blind Citizens NZ Conference – Discussion Paper, Áine Kelly-Costello (Attachment “I”)
7.14
National Councillor / Network Representative Reports (Attachment “J”)

· Wellington

· Auckland

· Nelson

· Southland

· South Canterbury

· Whanganui

· Otago

Note: there may be verbal reports from:

· Hastings

· Rotorua

· Taranaki

· Christchurch

· Gisborne

7.15
Representative Appointments (Attachment “K”)

7.16
Patron (Attachment “L”

8.
Conference 2019 (Attachment “M”)

9.
Other Business as notified in Item 6.6
10.
General Business (time permitting)

Guest Speakers, and Facilitated Discussions

Notes

· Pre-determined times have been allocated for addresses (most include provision for questions and answers).

· Cameos – as time allows, these may be interspersed with business sessions and guest speakers during the three days.

Friday 5 October
10.00 am
Karakia

Opening of 2018 Annual General Meeting and Conference: Jonathan Godfrey, National President

5.25 pm
Break for President’s half-hour (social time), and dinner

7.30pm
Reconvene for business session
Karakia (at the conclusion of Friday’s business)

Saturday 6 October

9.00 am
Karakia and Roll Call.

9.15 am
Through until approximately 4.30 pm, guest speakers, which include question and answer opportunities, and a facilitated discussion / workshop, are scheduled.

Roll Call

Official Opening

Hon Carmel Sepuloni, Minister for Disability Issues (9.15am-9.40am // present until 10.30am)
Neil Annenberg, Social Investment Agency, Chief Operating Officer (9.40am-10.25am)
Investing for Social Wellbeing – what we’ve heard
Between June and September, the Social Investment Agency has engaged with service users, NGOs and government agencies to obtain feedback on the government’s proposed approach to Investing for Social Wellbeing. Neil will tell us what people said, and generate a discussion to get your thoughts
Kylee Maloney, Member-for-life, Blind Citizens NZ; Current Division R Director of Toastmasters New Zealand's District 112 which encompasses the upper half of the country - Kylee has just gained her Distinguished Toastmaster award, the highest educational achievement in Toastmasters (10.50am-11.25am)
Embrace the Darkness
Launch - Strategic Framework for the Delivery of Braille Services with stakeholders: Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ, Blind Foundation, The Braille Authority of New Zealand Aotearoa Trust (11.25am-11.45am)
Brooke Ashton-Taylor Managing Partner, Group Account Director Creature, and Martine Abel-Williamson Vice President Blind Citizens NZ: Launch of Blind Citizens NZ Social Media Project (11.45am-12.15pm)
Sacha O’Dea, Programme Lead, System Transformation, Ministry of Health (1.15pm-2.00pm)
Update on System Transformation
Leilu Harrison-Talbot (2.00pm-2.30pm)
Do I let blindness define who I am?
Aine Kelly-Costello, Co-ordinator, Grassroots Campaign; Accessibility Legislation and the Access Alliance (2.30pm-3.15pm)

If we get accessibility legislation - what would you like this to look like?

Daniel Phillips, Board Member Blind Citizens NZ, Paul Brown, Office of the Ombudsman 
Making Disability Rights Real

Facilitated discussion / workshop

Karakia (at the conclusion of Saturday’s Business)
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