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Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand Inc

An overview of the key outcomes, activities, awards and presentations made at Conference 3-5 October 2012 are made available for your information. Do read on…

Blind Citizens NZ 2012 Election Outcome
Even though elections are not a function of Conference, it is where formal announcements regarding election outcomes are made. As there were sufficient candidates to fill all positions there was no election this year thus all candidates were elected unopposed to the positions of World Blind Union Representative and the three Member at Large positions. Congratulations go to: Martine Abel-Williamson, World Blind Union Representative; Andrea Courtney, Jonathan Godfrey and Geraldine Glanville, Members at Large.
Appointment of Vice President and two Members at Large to Management Committee

The appointment of Vice President and two Board Members who join the National President and Executive Officer on the Management Committee are carried out by the Board as soon as practicable, following the conclusion of Conference. These three positions are appointed for a one year period from amongst elected Board Members. They remain in place until the conclusion of Conference 2013. Appointments were made to these positions by the Board at a meeting convened for this purpose immediately following the conclusion of Conference 2012.
a)
Vice President: Jonathan Godfrey was the sole nominee for this position. He is duly appointed Vice President.

b)
Management Committee: Martine Abel-Williamson and Brian Say were the only candidates proposed. They have been appointed to fill the two Board Member positions. 
They join the National President, Vice President and Executive Officer on the Management Committee.

Friday’s Business and Activities

Conference 2012 commenced at 2pm with the National President welcoming attendees, giving special recognition to first-time attendees. 
Otago Branch presented attendees with a welcome pack of edible goodies. These were most enjoyable and well-received.
Courtesy of Jonathan Mosen and Mushroom FM, we experienced one of the best streaming outcomes we’ve had for many years. A special thank you goes to Jonathan Mosen who came to my / our rescue. Not only did he provide the mechanism for our streaming, he funded it and also promoted Conference through his own international networks. His long-distance support and advices to our sound technician did not go unnoticed by me either.
The appointment of the Resolutions Committee is made by Conference on the recommendation of the Board. This year it comprised Jonathan Godfrey (Convenor), Brian Say, Jan MacLeod and George Taggart. The fruits of their work are evident in several of the Resolutions brought before Conference, some of which you will read about later in this Memo.
A standing feature of Conference is the President’s Half Hour and this year was no different. The President’s Half Hour took place between the end of Friday afternoon’s business session and dinner. This social occasion continues to be appreciated by attendees for it is an ice-breaker as well as providing an opportunity for socialising with new and/or old acquaintances and friends.
The resumption of Friday evening’s business session began with this year’s Leadership Seminar participants addressing Conference, and talking about their experiences during the previous two and a half days. Gene Gibson, Julia Mosen, Kaye Kay-Smith and Amanda Stevens were each presented with a certificate of participation by Doug Johnston, Leadership Seminar Facilitator. 

The session “Let’s Put the Fun(ds) into Fundraising” presented by Heather Newell, Director Foresee Communications gave emphasis to Blind Citizens NZ’s philanthropic endeavours. Centralising donations, encouraging members to lead by example by making a bequest to Blind Citizens NZ, taking advantage of payroll giving, and generally supporting the Board’s efforts towards sustainability of the organisation long-term, were promoted by Heather. Conference learned of the campaign letter shortly to be issued to members and of the different ways there are to ensure donations are made annually, monthly, etc. Some members have already indicated a willingness to pledge a monthly contribution.
Saturday – Open Day and Award Presentations
Dunedin’s Mayor David Cull conducted the official opening of Conference, talking about the benefits of technology to Zealand’s blind and vision impaired population. The Mayor shared his new-found knowledge of technology used by blind people, all of which have a digital base. He spoke of his endeavours leading to the development of Dunedin’s digital strategy, which is now being linked with Councils across the Otago region. He recognised a fundamental gap which disadvantages people unable to afford technology (which is the way of the future), and of the need for society to address this digital divide.
Dr Kevin Murfitt, Key Note Speaker: Attitudes or Platitudes-the Final Frontier of Social Inclusion for People with Disabilities: Dr Kevin Murfitt is a Lecturer at the School of Health and Social Development in Sydney. He is also Chair of the Board of Vision Australia and Chair of the WBU Oceania Asia Pacific Region. He spoke of the plethora of issues faced by people with disabilities when looking for paid work. He highlighted the relevance of behaviours and attitudes of employers and disabled people themselves, and the bearing these have on the employment of disabled people in meaningful jobs.
Rachel Noble, Chair NZ Convention Coalition / Mary Schnackenberg, Blind Citizens NZ’s appointee to the New Zealand Convention Coalition: The role of the NZ Convention Coalition, Blind Citizens NZ’s involvement and outcomes of the 2012 Monitoring Report were considered in this address. The existence of international conventions and the relevance of the 1948 Universal Declaration on Human Rights in particular, were identified. The latter led to the establishment of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD). 
This rights-based international convention promotes, protects and ensures the full and equal enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities. 
Mojo Mathers, Green Party Spokesperson on Disability Issues - How the Green Party would give affect to implementing the UNCRPD / resourcing disabled peoples’ organisations to fulfil their role. Mojo Mathers shared some of her views and experiences of her time in government. She believes Government Departments are becoming more aware of their obligations under the UNCRPD. Her support for New Zealand to sign the optional protocol, and for Government to fund disabled peoples organisations (such as Blind Citizens NZ) thus resourcing them to carry out their responsibilities under the UNCRPD were clearly signalled.

Professor Ron McCallum, Chair International Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Professor Ron McCallum joined Conference by Skype. He spoke of his work as Chair of the international committee which comprises 18 individuals. Procedures each country must commit too, once having ratified the UNCRPD were explained including that countries must provide a report within two years of having ratified. We learned that New Zealand’s first country report was completed by Government in March 2011 yet this was not submitted until May 2012. As reports are considered in the order received, this means New Zealand’s country report will not be addressed until at least 2016, and potentially 2019. The UNCRPD is the second fastest international convention to have been ratified.
Dr David Clark, MP for Dunedin North, Labour Spokesperson for Revenue and Tertiary Education - How Labour would give affect to implementing the UNCRPD, and, resourcing disabled peoples’ organisations to fulfil their role: Dr David Clark represented Clare Curran, Labour’s Disability Spokesperson. After sharing some personal connections with the blind community he delivered Clare Curran’s address. Her address touched upon many of the issues Blind Citizens NZ is working on. Her comments reinforced our endeavours across a range of issues including accessible voting and the right to cast an independent vote in both central and local government elections and more funding for audio described television. Labour’s support for the UNCRPD (which it ratified as the Government of the day) is ongoing and it is holding the National Government to account for its implementation. 
Panel Discussion: Facilitator - Martine Abel-Williamson. Panel Comprises: Clive Lansink, Mojo Mathers, Kevin Murfitt and Rachel Noble. Panel participants were provided with the same set of three questions ahead of Conference. 
Each panel member had a maximum of two minutes to respond to the question. Following participants each having provided their comments to the same question, opportunities for Conference attendees to raise their own question or provide comments were offered. The three questions which were addressed are as follows:
1.
What does the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) mean for you?
2.
What is the relevance of the UNCRPD to an ordinary person who is getting on with life in our community?
3.
New Zealand has the Human Rights Act and Bill of Rights Act. We also have the UNCRPD. Is this enough or should we be advocating for anti-discrimination legislation?
Speeches in Absentia: These were received and read on behalf of:
· Hon Tariana Turia, Minister for Disability Issues

· Chris Laidlaw, Patron

Remits

An overview of Remits submitted by Branches for the consideration of Conference is provided. Remit outcomes are provided in the sequence in which they were presented in Attachment “C” of the Conference Agenda. Where Remits won the full support of Conference, the text is provided. Where necessary, decisions with respect to progressing these Remits will be determined by the Board, at its November 2012 Annual Planning Meeting.

Southland Branch: Two of the Branch’s three Remits to Conference were passed, these being the first two listed in the Conference Agenda.

1.
Location of National Conference: That the Association of Blind Citizens relaxes its resolution relating to the location of National Conference each year, retaining the concept of moving Conference around the country as it is now but enabling the Board and Executive Officer to investigate Conference venues in the Auckland, Canterbury and lower North Island regions (for example possible venues in Wellington or Palmerston North) and the lower South Island region (such as Dunedin, Queenstown or Invercargill).

2.
SKY TV: Conference calls upon the Board to place more pressure on SKY to speed up their progress with respect to audio description and accessible TV for paying customers.
3.
Name Change for the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind: This Remit was lost.

Nelson: With the permission of Nelson Branch, both its Remits were referred to the Resolutions Committee.

1.
This Remit called for a minimum national standard for the placement of sandwich boards etc, on pavements. This was referred to the Resolutions Committee and addressed in conjunction with a similar Remit from Auckland Branch.
2.
This Remit pertaining to Directory Service was referred to the Resolutions Committee.

Gisborne: Although the Branch’s sole Remit was lost, the Resolutions Committee was asked to develop a resolution addressing the principle of the Remit.

Auckland: Of the four Remits submitted to Conference one was passed, and three were referred to the Resolutions Committee.

1.
Patron: That Conference instructs the Board to prepare an amendment to the Constitution so that the appointment and retention of the Patron more appropriately reflects the role and status of the position and title; 
and that changes should enable the Patron to be appointed for a period of longer than two years, possibly for five years.

2.
ABC NZ Monitoring of RNZFB Services: This Remit was referred to the Resolution’s Committee. 
3.
Housing New Zealand: Following discussion and with the requirement that points raised be taken into account, this Remit was referred to the Resolutions Committee for rewording.
4.
Accessible Footpaths: This Remit was referred to the Resolutions Committee and addressed in conjunction with a similar Remit from Nelson Branch.

Resolutions of Significance
Resolutions of Conference arise from discussions when issues of significance are under scrutiny and Conference seeks to have a specific course of action followed, articulates an outcome sought, or when Remits are amended or reworked totally. Rarely are resolutions created on the spur of the moment. Often an issue or thread of discussion will be taken by the Resolutions Committee and be brought back before Conference in the form of a well-crafted resolution. The following resolutions (and the catalyst for their existence) in no particular order, are brought to your attention.

Resolution 1: Refers back to information provided by Professor Ron McCallum: “That Blind Citizens NZ calls upon the Minister for Disability Issues to explain why the New Zealand Government report on the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities that had been finalised in March 2011 was not lodged with the United Nations until May 2012.”
Resolution 2: Arising from both the Nelson and Auckland Branch’s Remits this states “That the Board be tasked with lobbying local and central government agencies for the creation, implementation, and enforcement of national standards that describe safe pedestrian spaces of all kinds, including potential pedestrian hazards such as shop wares, street furniture, sandwich boards, and overhanging trees.”

Resolution 3: Gisborne Branch’s Remit on cataract surgery is the catalyst for this resolution which states: “That the Board obtain an assurance from both the Minister of Health and the Minister for Disability Issues that policies which prioritise health care on the basis of a point’s system, lead to effective and equitable outcomes for disabled New Zealanders.”

Resolution 4: Auckland Branch’s Remit requiring Blind Citizens NZ to do what it can to be actively involved in the monitoring of RNZFB services led to the following resolution. “That this Conference of Blind Citizens NZ calls on Government to uphold Article 4.3 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by formally engaging Disabled Peoples’ Organisations to evaluate, monitor and improve government-funded disability services to ensure the efficient and effective use of taxpayer money spent on these services; and in particular that the Board develops a relationship that means Blind Citizens NZ fulfils its responsibility to be actively engaged in this process on behalf of blind citizens in New Zealand.”
Resolution 5: Nelson Branch’s Directory Assistance Remit led to the following resolution. “That in recognising that blind citizens can access directory assistance services using the Telephone Information Service of the Royal New Zealand Foundation of the Blind without cost to them, and in the belief that this service is currently being funded by the RNZFB;

we call on Yellow (the service provider) to accept that they have an obligation to provide access to this essential service for blind people, without expecting the blind people or the charity dollar raised by the RNZFB to pay for it.”
Resolution 6: This resolution links to Auckland Branch’s Remit which refers to the Conference 2011 Dot 4 Statement: “That Conference 2012 acknowledges the RNZFB Board of Directors has started to act on the Dot 4 Statement passed at Conference 2011 and looks forward to learning more about the progress being made.”
Resolution 7: In conjunction with the adoption of the Strategic Plan 2012-2017, an amendment to recognise a specific youth focus was agreed: “That Conference notes the concern raised and asks the Board to develop amendments to the plan to bring a specific focus to blind youth and report back to Conference 2013.”

Resolution 8: Conference supported the Board’s recommendation to re-appoint Chris Laidlaw as Patron: “That Chris Laidlaw be reappointed by Conference as Patron for a two-year term of office concluding at the end of Conference 2014.”
Resolution 9: Adoption of the Donation’s Policy: “That all donations received by Branches be forwarded to National Office, except those donations made to branches where the donor has explicitly and demonstrably specified that the donation is being made for the benefit of the branch, whether it be for the Branch's general use or for a specific project being developed by the Branch.”

Resolution 10: Stems from Wellington Branch’s discussion paper re the RNZFB’s Associate Member position on the Board of Directors: 
“That noting the primary intention of the current governance model of the RNZFB is that the Board is directly elected by members, and noting also the particularly small number of Associate Members and the low number of votes cast to fill the current Associate Member position, that Blind Citizens NZ calls on the RNZFB Board to take steps to remove the Associate Member seat on the Board unless it can demonstrate that the number of Associate Members exceeds 250 by the time it holds its Annual Public Meeting in 2013.”
Resolution 11: The following two resolutions stem from an Auckland Branch Remit. “That the Board works with Housing New Zealand to improve services provided to their blind and low vision tenants with specific attention being given to emergency preparedness and access to information.”

Resolution 12: “That the Board investigates ways the safety of all blind and low vision tenants can be improved and reports its findings to Conference 2013.”
Audio Described Play by Fortune Theatre

During the Conference Dinner (between the main course and dessert), an audio-described live performance was enjoyed by all. This was presented by the Experience Access Charitable Trust, a Dunedin organisation committed to providing access services to the arts for people with disabilities. The Trust has delivered audio description services to the Fortune Theatre for every play in their 2012 season. An excerpt for this live performance was taken from the Pulitzer Prize winning "Angels in America", by Tony Kushner, originally directed by Heidi Geissler for the lunchtime theatre series, at Otago University. Anna Henare presented the audio description with Abby Howells playing Harper and Ben Blakely playing Mr Lies.
Presentation of Awards

The “element of surprise” is the key to presentation of awards, conducted during Saturday evening’s Conference Dinner. Award recipients for 2012 are…

· Extra Touch Award: This is one of the most prestigious awards that Blind Citizens NZ presents. The Extra Touch Award is awarded to an individual or entity that goes that extra mile. In recognition of the increased amount of audio described television content now available, and of the quality of audio described content delivered through TVNZ’s own personnel, Blind Citizens NZ had the honour of awarding Television New Zealand with the Extra Touch Award. Wendy Youens (Access Services Manager) and Virginia Philp (Team Leader Caption and Audio Description Services) received the Award on behalf of TVNZ.
· John McDonald Trophy: this Trophy is awarded to the Branch with the highest membership in relation to Foundation registrations. Mike Stevens was delighted to receive the John McDonald Trophy on behalf of Nelson Branch, this year’s winner. Donated by Wanganui Branch in memory of John McDonald’s tireless efforts towards increasing Association membership, Wanganui Branch has eliminated itself from the contest on the premise it has the highest membership.
Door Prizes
Door prizes continue to be a fun part of Conference. They help break the monotony of business sessions and tend to jazz things up a little when the going is getting tough. Branches enter into the spirit of fun by donating door prizes to the value of around $50.
Everyone attending Conference is eligible to win a door prize (guests, members and staff). There is but one requirement which is that if your name is drawn, you must, without exception, be in the room at the time the draw is done. 
If you are not, then the opportunity is missed (at least for the time being) and a re-draw occurs. Although you may have missed out, your name does go back for a further chance. You can only win one prize however. 
Door prizes sponsored by Branches, and those receiving them (in no specific order), are:
· Doug Johnston - “imported crystal vase” from Auckland Branch.

· Hamish Grant -$25 cash from Rotorua Branch.

· Maria Stevens - $25 cash from Rotorua Branch.

· Tracey Dorreen – Goldaire Jaffle Maker from Mid-Central Branch.

· Murray Peat – Gift pack of Arataki Honey (3x250 gram jars) from Hastings Branch.

· Paula Waby - $50 cash from Wanganui Branch.

· Christopher Hunt - $50 Warehouse Voucher from Wellington Branch.

· Brian Say – two boxes of Cadbury’s Favourites and a $10 Warehouse Voucher from Canterbury Branch. 

· Mary Schnackenberg – Assortment of Cadburys Chocolates and a bottle of wine from Nelson Branch.

· Daniel Phillips – Assortment of Serious Chocolates from Southland Branch.
· Irirangi Edwards – Barkers Gift Basket (food items) from South Canterbury Branch.

· Tony Weston – “Supper for Two” (crackers, chutney, chocolates, pottle of lollies, 2 wine goblets, Central Otago Pinot Noir) from Otago Branch.

Conclusion

An audio recording of all Conference sessions, including our awards’ presentations is available for anyone who might like to have a copy. The quality is reasonably good and is unedited.

The customary Saturday night raffles ($2 each or three for $5) were another highlight and bit of fun enjoyed that evening.
I take this opportunity to also acknowledge the help and support I received from those at Conference. Your contributions go such a long way towards making this an enjoyable time for everyone and contribute towards its success. A special thank you to:

· Microphone Runners: Colin MacLeod and Paul Ryan (who were run off their feet over the entire three days).
· Scrutineers: Colin MacLeod, Mary Johns, Tony Weston, Veronica Hogan
· All and Sundry: Veronica Hogan, Colin MacLeod, Vince Thompson, Paul Ryan, Harete Phillips, Mary Johns, Laura Courtney, Tony Weston and Mary Smith. 
· Raffle-Ticket sellers…
[ends]
