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Introduction

The Association of Blind Citizens of New Zealand Inc is pleased to  have an opportunity to comment on proposed changes to the Acceptable Solution for Building Code Clause F7 (Warning Systems). Our comments focus specifically on areas that impact directly upon and of benefit to blind, deafblind and vision impaired people. 
Accessible Signage for Blind, Deafblind and Vision Impaired People
Noting that signage is provided in and about buildings to identify escape routes, emergency related features, potential hazards and accessible routes and facilities for people with disabilities, and noting requirements for clear visibility and location to identify accessible routes and facilities for people with disabilities, the Association recommends that accessible signage must be provided wherever there is print signage.

Accessible signage will ensure that blind, deafblind and vision impaired people have access to the same level of vital information as the sighted public. Accessible signage from a blindness perspective is defined as containing: high contrast clear print, braille, raised print and raised pictograms. The following rudimentary principles apply to accessible signage:

· they should be clear and unambiguous;

· braille and print information should be identical;

· print and braille text should always accompany pictograms;

· do not convey information solely through colour or images – provide information in raised print and braille as well;

· place signs at a consistent height and location;

· place tactile signage where it can be reached easily;

· place signs at the entry point to corridors;

· avoid using suspended signage as it is difficult to locate and unable to be read by blind, deafblind and vision impaired people.

Incorporating accessible signage for blind, deafblind and vision impaired people, will ensure they are able to carry out normal activities and processes within buildings, as defined in F8.1 (c).
Supporting Information

In support of our position on accessible signage, we take this opportunity to identify salient references from NZS4121-Standard on Access and Mobility, and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

NZS4121 identifies three functions of signage:

· Informative – advising about availability of facility or service

· Directional – directing to a specific facility

· Locational – identifying the place where the facility is provided

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), ratified by New Zealand in September 2008, identifies disability-specific needs. New Zealand’s ratification is its obligation to address legislative implications, whether opportunistic or planned. Thus, the Association applauds the Department of Building and Housing for striving towards a more accessible environment for disabled people through its timely amendment of Building Code Clause F8.

Article 9 – Accessibility of the UNCRPD is specifically brought to your attention. The following clauses underpin feedback offered in this submission and requirements of the Building Act 2004:

[begins]

1.
To enable persons with disabilities to live independently and participate fully in all aspects of life, States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure to persons with disabilities access, on an equal basis with others, to the physical environment, to transportation, to information and communications, including information and communications technologies and systems, and to other facilities and services open or provided to the public, both in urban and in rural areas. These measures, which shall include the identification and elimination of obstacles and barriers to accessibility, shall apply to, inter alia: 

(a) 
Buildings, roads, transportation and other indoor and outdoor facilities, including schools, housing, medical facilities and workplaces; 

(b) 
Information, communications and other services, including electronic services and emergency services.
2.
States Parties shall also take appropriate measures to: 

(a) 
Develop, promulgate and monitor the implementation of minimum standards and guidelines for the accessibility of facilities and services open or provided to the public; 

(b) 
Ensure that private entities that offer facilities and services which are open or provided to the public take into account all aspects of accessibility for persons with disabilities; 

(c) 
Provide training for stakeholders on accessibility issues facing persons with disabilities;

(d) 
Provide in buildings and other facilities open to the public signage in Braille and in easy to read and understand forms; 

(e) 
Provide forms of live assistance and intermediaries, including guides, readers and professional sign language interpreters, to facilitate accessibility to buildings and other facilities open to the public; 

(f) 
Promote other appropriate forms of assistance and support to persons with disabilities to ensure their access to information; 

(g) 
Promote access for persons with disabilities to new information and communications technologies and systems, including the Internet;

(h)
Promote the design, development, production and distribution of accessible information and communications technologies and systems at an early stage, so that these technologies and systems become accessible at minimum cost. [ends]

Transitional Arrangements / Further Information

1.
Proposed Transitional Arrangements: the Association supports the proposed transitional arrangements.

2.
Further Information and Education of Changes: Email and the electronic distribution of word files newsletters (not PDF) would meet the Association’s needs.
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